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* Shelomo Alfassá is the U.S. Director of Justice for Jews from Arab Countries. His is the former 
Executive Director of the International Sephardic Leadership Council, and is a well known writer 
and international advocate for Sephardic Jewry. Mr. Alfassa is the author of “A Window Into Old 
Jerusalem,” “Ethnic Sephardic Jews in the Medical Literature,” and “Reference Guide to the 
Nazis and Arabs During the Holocaust.” His personal Website is www.alfassa.com. 
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1 A published collection of 24 of HaLevy’s poems, along with poems by other Hebrew authors, is 
The Penguin Book of Hebrew Verse, edited by T. Carmi. 
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2 Goodblatt, M.S. Jewish Life in Turkey in the XVI Century. New York: JTS, 1952. 109 
3 Jewish Encyclopedia 
4 Goodblatt 110 (Rabbi De Medina of Salonika ruled that there was no danger involved with 
traveling to Jerusalem since it was part of the Ottoman Empire.) 
5 Goodblatt 110 
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7 Gordon, Benjamin Lee. New Judea: Jewish Life in Modern Palestine and Egypt. Philadelphia, 
1919. 
8 Bierbrier Morris L. “Egyptian Pedigrees: The de Menasce Family” Los Muestros. Numéro 16, 
Septembre 1994. 
9 Gordon. 34 
10 1842 
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12 See Cohen’s World Within. 
13 The latter was known after 1841 as the hahambashi. 
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14 Abbott, George Frederick. Israel in Europe. New York, MacMillan and Co. 1907. 504 (Later, in 
the late 19th century, Ashkenazi rabbis once again restricted the Arabic language. The rabbis 
declared a herem [excommunication] against teaching “non-Jewish” languages such as Arabic 
because they risk weakening “the barriers of Ethnic Jewish separatism.” While this herem stuck in 
Eres Yisrael, it was not accepted in Egypt and Europe. See: Baumel, Simeon D. Sacred Speakers: 
Language And Culture Among The Haredim In Israel. 122) 
15 Murray, Josias Leslie. A Handbook for Travellers in Syria and Palestine. (2 vols). London: John 
Murray, 1868. 1:78-79 
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16 World Zionist Organization, “Ben-Yehuda Street”. May 2002. 
(www.wzo.org.il/en/resources/view.asp?id=1027) 
17 This system remained in place until the British Occupation. See: Bentwich, N., "The 
Application of Jewish Law in Palestine", Journal of Comparative Legislation. 9 (1927), 59-67. 60 
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18 I had heard this story some years ago but I had forgotten the source. Most interesting is that the 
story was later shared with me by Rabbi Nissim Elnecave of Brooklyn, a rabbi in the Syrian 
community and a Ladino antiquarian book consultant for Yeshiva University in New York. Rabbi 
Elnecave was told the story over 10 years ago from Rabbi Eliezer Papo, Coordinator of the Center 
for Ladino Culture at Ben-Gurion University of the Negev. 
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19 It should be noted that marriages occurred between proment Sephardim such as those among the 
Valero, Eliachar, Navon and Amzalak families, as it was customary for Sephardim from 
prominent families to marry into other prominent families. 
20 An Index of the work: Oriental Jews in Erets Yisrael by Moshe David Gaon, translated by 
Mathilde Tagger of Jerusalem, in the archives of this writer. (Gaon indicates there were other 
members of the Adjiman family in Constantinople and Italy and that Eliahu Adjiman of 
Constantinople was Counselor to the Sultan) 
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21 EJ: ‘Tel Aviv-Jaffa’ 
22 Adler, Elkan Nathan. Jews in Many Lands. Philadelphia: JPS, 1905. 
23 Laqueur, Walter. Dying For Jerusalem: The Past, Present and Future of the Holiest City. 
Naperville, Illinois: Sourcebooks, 2006. 90 
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24 Gaon index 
25 Gaon index 
26 Today Valero oil is the largest refiner in North America with near 5,000 retail fuel stations. 
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