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The site of Ezekiel's tomb in Iraq
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Erasing Ezekiel's Jewish identity
By KSENIA SVETLOVA
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What's this?

For centuries Jews, Christians and Muslims came to Al-Kifl, a small town south of
Baghdad, to visit the tomb of the Prophet Ezekiel and pray.

The distinctive Jewish character of the
Al-Kifl shrine, namely the Hebrew
inscriptions and the Torah Ark, never
bothered the gentile worshipers. In the
14th century a minaret was built next to
the shrine, but the interior design
remained Jewish. The vast majority of
Iraq's Jewish community left some 60
years ago, but Shi'ites took good care of
the holy site.

Until now.

Recently "Ur," a local Iraqi news agency, reported that a huge mosque will be built on top
of the grave by Iraq's Antiquities and Heritage Authority, while Hebrew inscriptions and
ornaments are being removed from the site, all as part of renovations.

Prof. Shmuel Moreh of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, winner of the 1999 Israel Prize
in Middle Eastern studies and chairman of the Association of Jewish Academics from Iraq,
speaking to The Jerusalem Post on Wednesday, confirmed the report.

"I first heard the news of tomb desecration from a friend of mine who is a German scholar.
After visiting the site he called me and said that some Hebrew inscriptions on the grave
were covered by plaster and that a mosque is planned to be built on top of the tomb. He
told me that he found the changes at the tomb disturbing and warned me that I'd better act
quickly, before any irreversible damage will be inflicted," Moreh said.

"I had contacted Mr. Shelomo Alfassa,
US director of Justice for Jews from Arab
Countries, and told him about this
situation. Then I saw the report from the
Ur news agency, mentioning the decision
of the Antiquities and Heritage Authority
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to build a mosque and to erase the
Hebrew inscriptions and ornaments,"
Moreh said.

He asked friends to check out the
developments at the site. The most
recent to visit the shrine said that some
of the inscriptions are now hidden by a
layer of plaster.

Iraqi press reports claim that the building
must be destroyed because of its poor
condition. However, Alfassa believes that
Iraq's Antiquities and Heritage Authority
"has been pressured by Islamists to historically cleanse all evidence of a Jewish
connection to Iraq - a land where Jews had lived for over a thousand years before the
advent of Islam."

According to the Baghdad-born Moreh, many of the Muslims who visit the tomb today are
unaware Ezekiel was a Jew.

Iraq, the biblical Aram Naharaim, is rich in Jewish religious sites. Not only Ezekiel is buried
there, but also Ezra, Daniel, Nehemiah, Nahum and Jonah. (Another tomb attributed to
Ezekiel is located in Dezful, in southwestern Iran.)

Soon after the US-led invasion in 2003, Iraqi authorities indicated that they intended to
take good care of the Jewish sites, which might become an powerful tourist magnet. In
May 2009, the Tourism Ministry declared that it intended to preserve all of Iraq's heritage
sites, regardless of creed, and would soon begin the renovation of Ezekiel's tomb.

But the future of Jewish sacred sites looks grim in the intolerant current climate of
post-Saddam Iraq, where only eight Jews are left, the Christian minority is severely
persecuted by the fundamentalists and ancient Shi'ite mosques are blown up.

"Let's hope that the Jewish sites will be spared, but someone must intervene before it's too
late," Moreh warned.

RATE THIS ARTICLE

rated 4.43 by 51 people [?] | Top Rated Articles

Print Subscribe

E-mail Toolbar

+ Recommend:

What's this?

JUDAICA MALL

Neulasta®
(pegfilgrastim)
Get the Facts About
Neulasta by Visiting the
Official Site Now.
www.Neulasta.com

700% Gains - Penny
Stocks
Subscribe for Free to
the Best Penny Stock
Newsletter in the World!
www.SecretPennyStoc...

Mortgage Rate 4.
00% FIXED
$200,000 loan for
$771/month. See New
Payment - No SSN Rqd.
Save Now!
Refinance.LeadSteps....

  Buy a link here  

Date Jewish Singles
Free To Browse Pics &
Videos of Beautiful Jewish
Singles. Join Now
www.JPeopleMeet.com

Must Jews believe in God?
Not at all. Secular Jews
affirm Jewish heritage and
culture.
www.citycongregation.org

Go to Jewish Camp
Summer camp in Texas Hill Country Fun connection to Israel & Judaism
www.cyjtexas.org

Selected for you by our sponsor:

The World's Sexiest Winter Lodges (Concierge.com)

you might also like:

"Over six million were killed in Shoah' (this site)
Teheran University nuclear physicist killed in bombing (this site)
Why we are here (this site)

Iraq erases Jewish identity of Prophet Ezekiel from tomb | Jewish News | ... http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?cid=1263147896786&pagename...

2 of 3 1/15/2010 9:30 AM



GOT A QUESTION?

Prophecy Update

OneJerusalem.com

Click to Visit Our
Friends Page

Post comment | Terms | Report Abuse

16. Babylonia
Sherlock Holmes - England (01/15/2010 14:16)

15. #6 Ron: "unesco must get involved. EU too".
zoologist - (01/15/2010 13:39)

14. to #12
Squall - France (01/15/2010 13:20)

13. Times Have Changed
Timberwolf - UK (01/15/2010 12:49)

12. Why blame Muslims?
Siedjan - Indonesia (01/15/2010 12:37)

11. Where is UNESCO?
Adam - China (01/15/2010 11:10)

10. muslims will try to erace true histor but,.............
sandi s a - United States of America (01/15/2010 10:33)

9. Moslem policy: destroy, then build a mosque on top of it...
Josh - mid bar (01/15/2010 10:18)

8. It's Called "Cultrual Genocide"
Apres - (01/15/2010 10:10)

7. The last stage of racism is eradicating memory and record.
Dr Irvine - RSA (01/15/2010 09:56)

6. unesco
ron - (01/15/2010 09:53)

5. DESECRATION HAS HUGE CONSEQUENCES
Yerusha - (01/15/2010 09:24)

4. why such Jewish passivity?
pinchas - USA (01/15/2010 09:12)

3. lets get copies out as soon as possible, but whats the surprise? will obama help? i very
much doubt it
ralph - (01/15/2010 05:35)

2. Saving Ezekiel"s Tomb
mimi - USA (01/15/2010 03:39)

1. Muslims want to dominate
Rick - Philippines (01/15/2010 03:17)

More...

JEWISH NEWS [ more » ]

Controversy hits pope's synagogue visit
Erasing Ezekiel's Jewish identity
Turkey's Jews urge calm after spat
Are Orthodox marriages happier?
Questioning, fingerprinting of Women of the Wall leader Anat Hoffman sparks protests

Eye On BIDMC
High Costs, Patient Problems -- What
does Beth Israel have to hide?
www.eyeonbi.org

Date Jewish Singles
Free To Browse Pics & Videos of
Beautiful Jewish Singles. Join Now
www.JPeopleMeet.com

Jewish Funeral Home in NY
Beth Aaron Chapel (800) 834-7139
Service to the NYC area
www.JewishGraveside.com

ADVERTISE WITH US  |  MEDIA KIT

Have a question about something in this story? As
here and get answers from other users like you.

Ask

 Web   JPost.com   

JPost Sites: JPost Store · Judaica JPost Mall · America's Voices · Français · The Jerusalem Report · Invest in Israel · Jewish Obituaries

Sites of Interest: Car Rental in Israel · Car Rental Israel · Sderot · Israel Hotels · Dead Sea Salt · BreitBart.com · The future of music · Maps of Israel · Fundraising Ideas ·
Web Hosting Providers · Prom dresses and gowns · Prom dresses Jovani · Dresses · Poalim Online

Services: Print Edition · JPost CD-Rom · Subscriptions · Classifieds  · Place a Classified Ad · Careers · E-mail Edition · Archives · ePaper · JPost Toolbar ·
News Ticker · Podcasts · JP Mobile · AllJobs Israel · Christian World · Youth Magazines · Exclusive Content

JPost Guides: Charitable Funds · Green Israel · Israel Tour Guide · Philanthropy Guide  · Learn Hebrew

Jpost video: Western wall tunnels · Israel Defense exhibition · Hizbollah hiding in villages · East Jerusalem riots · new Schalit video · Temple Mt. violence · Temple Mt.
event · Muslims riot on Temple Mount

Information: About Us · Feedback · Media Kit ·Sales · Staff E-mails · Privacy Statement · Copyright · Terms of Use · News Partners · News Online · Newspaper

© 1995 - 2009 The Jerusalem Post. All rights reserved.    About Us | Media Kit | Exclusive Content | Advertise with Us | Subscribe | Contact Us | 

The online edition of The Jerusalem Post – JPost.com – provides first class news and analysis about Israel, the Middle East and the Jewish world. Whether news about Iran, Gaza, Syria, Fatah, Hamas or Hezbollah,
JPost.com covers the burning issues of the Middle East and the Israeli-Arab conflict.

Iraq erases Jewish identity of Prophet Ezekiel from tomb | Jewish News | ... http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?cid=1263147896786&pagename...

3 of 3 1/15/2010 9:30 AM


