
W ASHINGTON ± Just hours
before the announcement
that President Barack

Obama had won the Nobel Peace Prize,
Israel's ambassador to the US, Michael
Oren, said the president's low approval
rating among Israelis would have to
improve if the Israeli-Arab peace
process is to advance.

In a speech at the Hudson Institute in
Washington last week, Oren cited polls
showing that just 4 percent of the
Israeli public believed Obama was pro-
Israel. He said that if the Israeli public
didn't trust Obama it would be unwill-
ing to take the steps necessary for a
peace deal. He called the survey results
ªone of the greatest obstaclesº to peace-
making.

ªThose Israelis who are going to
make peace with their neighbors are
going to be asked to take immense
risks, extraordinary risks with them-
selves, their families, their children.
In order to take those risks, they need
to be able to trust the administration.

It's crucial,º he said.
Oren added that the White House

and Congress were well aware that
Obama's Israeli approval rating would
have to rise. ªIf we're going to move
forward, it is a sine qua non for

progress in the peace process,º he said.
At the same time, he disagreed with

the characterization in the Israeli press
of problems with US-Israel ties.

ªI think I know what a crisis looks
like in US-Israeli relations,º the
ambassador said. ªAs a historian,
there's no crisis going on.º Oren is the
author of a bestseller on US involve-
ment in the Middle East and rattled
off accounts of worse breakdowns and
near-ruptures with several previous
administrations.

ªThat doesn't mean we agree on
everything or there aren't obstacles to
overcome,º he acknowledged, but
when it comes to the fundamentals of
the alliance and how the allies handle
those differences, ªthere is nothing in
my experience up to this point that
would suggest in any way that that is
changing.º

Oren also pointed out that Obama
had been very clear about the
approach he was going to take upon
assuming office.

ªIt was actually a very impressive
display of a politician keeping his
campaign promises,º he said.
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`CRUCIAL.' Michael Oren. (Ariel Jerozolimski)

Nobel or not, popularity will count

·  By HILARY LEILA KRIEGER

Jerusalem Post correspondent 

`Better rockets'
Report: Hamas seeking 
to emulate Hizbullah

H amas is making efforts to obtain
longer-range rockets with greater

accuracy and larger warheads to
improve its strike capabilities, accord-
ing to a report co-authored by Y., a
former deputy head of the Shin Bet
(Israel Security Service).

Titled ªHamas in Combat,º the
report was written with Jeffrey White,
a veteran of the US Defense Intelli-
gence Agency, and published last
week by the Washington Institute for
Near East Policy, where Y. is a visiting
fellow.

ªOffensively, Hamas will likely fol-
low in Hizbullah's footsteps by acquir-
ing more, longer-range, and more
accurate rockets with more powerful
warheads to improve its rocket force
capabilities,º the authors wrote.

They also claimed that Hamas likely
has SA-7 shoulder-to-air missiles, and
that it would try to upgrade other
anti-aircraft weapons and anti-tank
missiles. They added that Iran is
Hamas's main supplier of weaponry,
which is smuggled into the Gaza Strip
for assembly. 

ªMore generally, the movement
has recognized the problematic per-
formance of its commanders and
combatants, and it has already
replaced some brigade and battalion
commanders,º the report stated.

± Yaakov Katz

`Obama's ratings in Israel will have to improve if the peace process is to flourish'



I f Family Feud ever featured a catego-
ry devoted to ªMilestones on the
Path to Jewish Statehood,º at least

some of the answers would be no-brain-
ers: the start of the First Aliya (1882),
the Balfour Declaration (1917), Israel's
Declaration of Independence (1948).

Most likely missing from that list,
however, would be the Ottoman cap-
ture of Palestine in 1516, one of the
lesser known dates paid its due in
ªJerusalem and the Jews of Spain: Long-
ing and Reality.º

Opening this coming Thursday at
the Center for Jewish History in the
West Village, the exhibition spotlights
a community whose persecution and
expulsion are largely familiar ± but
whose earlier story and later fate are
less widely well-known.

By now a catch-all phrase for Jews
from the Arab world and Iran, ªSephar-
diº once referred specifically to the Jews
of Spain, the country known in Hebrew
as Sepharad. Before Yiddish, before
shtetls ± even before the arrival of Jews
in eastern Europe ± Spanish Jews helped

to create a thriving civilization on the
Iberian peninsula, where they flour-
ished as physicians, astronomers, rabbis
and government aides.

Often overlooked, even in Israel, the
Jews of Spain would play a vital if indi-
rect role in the modern state's establish-
ment ± becoming, in the exhibition's
words, ªthe first official large body of
Jews to be legally allowed to immi-
grateº to the Holy Land.

Made possible by the Ottoman cap-
ture of Palestine in 1516, their arrival in
the Holy Land via Turkey came nearly a
quarter century after their uprooting
from Spain ± too late, of course, for
many of the Inquisition's victims. But
their arrival in Palestine ± and particu-
larly in Jerusalem ± laid the early
groundwork for the eventual founding
of Israel, the exhibition implies, putting
in place some of the religious institu-
tions that remain extant even today.
The State of Israel's first chief rabbi, the
exhibition notes, was Ben-Zion Meir
Hai Uziel, who could trace his long
family roots back to Spain.

As its name suggests, the display
focuses largely on Spanish Jews' yearn-
ing for Jerusalem, a desire captured
across centuries in their rabbinical writ-
ings, poetry and art. From Maimonides
(born in Toledo, in 1135) to the title
pages of their books, Spain's Jews found
their own ways to venerate the city,
using techniques that come across as
both familiar and exotic.

ªMY HEART is in the East and I am at the
edge of the West,º Yehuda HaLevy wrote
in the 12th century, when Spain truly
was located the opposite end of the

known world. ªHow can I possibly taste
what I eat? How could it please me?º

Assembled by the American Sephardi
Federation, ªJerusalem and the Jews of
Spainº will remain on public view into
next year. The exhibition's opening
night lecture, delivered by Ross Brann,
a professor of Judeo-Islamic studies at
Cornell University, kicks off a year of
Spanish-themed programming by the
ASF, which in recent years has orga-
nized similar efforts devoted to the Jews
of Greece and Iraq. Dedicated to pre-
serving and educating about Sephardi
history and culture, the organization
will join forces with other Jewish and
Spanish groups in hosting some of the
events, including a concert sponsored
by Spain's New York City consulate.

For Shelomo Alfassa, who curated
ªJerusalem and the Jews of Spain,º the
exhibition offers an opportunity for New
York's largely Ashkenazi Jews to gain
exposure to another side of the past.

ªI want people to learn a different
angle of Jewish history they've never
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HEART IN THE EAST. Sephardi Jews in traditional Spanish attire in Jerusalem. 
(Photos: American Sephardi Federation).

A family branch
to be proud of

`Jerusalem and the Jews of Spain:
Longing and Reality'opens at West
Village's Center for Jewish History

·  By NATHAN BURSTEIN
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heard before,º Alfassa says. ªMy goal is
to bring Sephardi and Ashkenazi Jews
together through education, and show
that we have a lot more in common
than we have differences.º

That said, some of the differences are
striking: ªJerusalem and the Jews of
Spainº features, among other eye-
catching images, a document com-
posed of Hebrew letters spelling out
words in Arabic. Beneath an excerpt
from the expulsion order of the Span-
ish king and queen in 1492 are lines
attributed to the Ottoman leader at the
time, who allegedly mocked his royal
counterpart by declaring, ªYou call Fer-
dinand a wise king, he, who by
expelling the Jews, has impoverished
his country and enriched mine.º

Although modest in size, the ASF
exhibition suggests the richness men-
tioned by the sultan, despite a general
lack of surviving artifacts from that
period. And beyond paying tribute to
the more famous Jewish scholars of
Spain ± Maimonides and Nahmanides
among them ± the display also calls
attention to some of their lesser
known peers, such as Shelomo Alk-
abes, a child of Spanish Jewish
refugees who would go on to write
ªL'cha Dodi.º

Born to parents from what HaLevy
derided as the ªedge of the West,º
Alkabes would end his days, if not in
Jerusalem, then at least not far away,
in what's now the northern Israeli
city of Safed. l

SULTAN SELIM I. He brought Palestine under Ottoman control in 1516 and allowed
Jewish immigration.


