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Each month IMAGE Magazine will bring you a different part of this fascinating history. Here we begin with a brief
introduction and cover the history of Sephardic contributions by Judah Touro and Moses Montefiore,

ver the many centuries, while

. the Jewish people were

. exiled from Eretz Yisrael (the
land of lsrael), Jerusalem,
Safed, Hevron and other holy cities,
retained a sparse Jewish popula-
tion, fed by a small but constant
stream of pilgrims. A cursory exami-
nation of Jewish personalities
demonstrates that Sephardim took it
upon themselves to migrate to and
fortify Eretz Yisrael, driven by a
sense of historic yearning for their
ancestral home. Centuries later,
Sephardim continued to not only
settle in the land, but were key play-
ers in its maodern development,
although this fact has, regrettably,
often been eclipsed in the historical
narrative.

Few documents and small bits
of history exist on Jewish national
liberation and the development of
Eretz Yisrael, and how the country
came to be with assistance and nur-
turing offered by Sephardic Jews. It
is with tremendous ignominy that
the Sephardim have been almost
completely marginalized in the mod-
ern Zionist record of history.
Whether they came from Spain,
North Africa or the Middle East,
what is fact and needs to be remem-
bered is that Sephardim played a
considerable role in the State's ori-
gins and modern fruition.

©  Throughout their centuries in
% the Diaspora, Sephardim developed
+and devoted a sense of philosophi-
gcal and spiritual nationalism that
= prepared the foundation which
gmodem Zionism stood on, and the
g resulting fruit which is the return of
< the Jewish people to their land.

-

=  The revival of the sentiment of

longing for Eretz Yisrael can be prin-
cipally assigned to Yehuda Halevy
(1080-1141) who was one of the
greatest Spanish Jewish poets. He
was born in the Muslim city of

“...Sephardim
played a consid-
erable role in the

State's origins

and modern
fruition.”

Toledo, Al-Andalaus (modern day
Spain). In the following well known
poem, one of his many, HalLevy
laments about his passion for Eretz
Yisrael as he makes a miserable
mention of the destroyed glory of
lsrael, the vanquished Beit
HaMikdash (Temple):

My heart is in the east, and I in
the uttermost west.

How can | find savor in food?
How shall it be sweet fo me?

How shall | render my vows and
my bonds, while yet

Zion lieth beneath the fetter of
Edom, and I in Arab chains?

A light thing would it seem to me

to leave all the good things of
Spain,

Seeing how precious in mine
eyes

To behold the dust of the deso-
late sanctuary.

In another poem, entitled, “In
Remembrance of Jerusalem” he
laments:

Beautiful land,

Delight of the world,

City of Kings,

My heart longs for you from the
far-off west.

I am very sad when | remember
how you were.

Now your glory is gone, your
homes destroyed.

If | could fly to you on the wings
of eagles,

| would soak your soil with my
tears.

In 1166, at the young age of 31,
Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon,
Maimonides, wrote, “And on the first
day of the week, the ninth day of the
month of Marheshvan, | left
Jerusalem for Hevron to kiss the
graves of my forefathers in the Cave
of Makhpela. And on that very day, |
stood in the cave and | prayed,
praised be G-d for everything.”
Maimonides was not the only early
Sephardic figure that traveled to the
holy land.

Rabbi Moshe ben Nahman,
Nahmanides, was the leader of
Spanish Jewry in the end of the tur-
bulent 13th century. He was officially
the chief rabbi of both Aragon and
Catalonia, as well as the respected
leader of Jews outside those Spanish
kingdems. Like Maimonides,
Nahmanides demonstrated he was a
true intellectual, a Sephardi who set
the mold for others who followed-he
was a man of faith, man of Torah,
and a man of the world. He arrived
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